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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Hermann Lotze. I. Lotzes Leben und Werke. Von Max Wentscher. Heidel- 
berg, C. Winter's Universitatsbuchhandlung, 1913. — pp. iv, 376. 
Professor Wentscher proposes in this work to give a comprehensive account 
of the Lotzean philosophy. The present volume, the first part of the discus- 
sion, deals with the life and works of the philosopher. The author is con- 
vinced that the life and temperament of Lotze conditioned his thinking; and 
so he has been at pains to study fresh original material put at his disposal, as 
well as the published letters, of which Falckenberg made so large use in his 
volume in Frommanns Klassiker der Philosophic The result has much of 
charm. The fine, noble, warm-hearted yet reserved character of Lotze, his 
leanings toward poetry and art, his religious spirit, even the ill health and a 
certain lack of popular address, are described in their effects on his university 
career and his philosophical achievement. Wentscher, moreover, brings out 
some new points of detail: for instance, he shows that Lotze did practice 
medicine for a brief interval in the period between the close of his studies and 
the beginning of his professional labors. 

Nevertheless, the emphasis of the interpretation does not fall primarily on 
Lotze's life as such. It is rather a thorough consideration of his writings which 
is here undertaken as the foundation for a reasoned estimate of the philos- 
opher's importance. With great detail the author traces out the origin of 
the various Lotzean treatises and analyzes their contents. Not only the major 
works and the more significant of the shorter papers, but reviews, announce- 
ments, are discussed, in fact practically everything that Lotze produced is 
described, and generally with careful fulness. The one exception is that 
certain of the more important constructive works — the ninth book of the 
Microcosmos, the "System" of 1874, '79, etc. — are reserved for complete 
analysis in Wentscher's concluding volume. But even these are here sum- 
marily considered; while, apart from them, nothing of importance is neglected. 
Thus, in connection with the life, we are shown the origins of doctrine in the 
relation to Weisse and Idealism, on the one hand, as to Herbart on the other; 
the progress motived by Lotze's appreciation of natural science and of scientific 
method; the development of his own thinking and the changing emphasis of 
his published discussions occasioned by the mid-century swing toward material- 
istic views; finally, the culmination of his system and of his influence in the 
works of his later decades. The history thus outlined contains much of interest 
for those who would understand the development of opinion in the nineteenth 
century. It is also significant for the thought of to-day; for, in spite of the 
intervening progress, many of Lotze's conclusions bear constructively on 
present problems. Professor Wentscher, too, has approached his task with 
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fulness of knowledge as well as warm sympathy. If the second part of his 
discussion succeeds as well as the first, we shall be in his debt for a real con- 
tribution to the subject. 

It may be questioned, however, whether his work would not benefit by con- 
densation. The present volume is "personal and historical," the next is to be 
"systematic and critical." Here in itself there is room for reduplication of 
statement. And in the part already published the reader, at least the non- 
German reader, finds repetition and detail which burden rather than aid the 
narrative. The discussion would advance more successfully, the total effect 
would be more definite, if to the facility and clearness of his style the writer 
had added conciseness. 

A. C. Armstrong. 
Wesleyan University. 

A Constructive Basis for Theology. By James Ten Broeke. London, 

Macmillan and Company, 1914. — pp. ix, 400. 

This scholarly volume is another indication of the growing interest among 
philosophers in problems of a religious nature and of the growing feeling among 
theologians that a serious restatement of religious dogmas is necessary if 
religion is to make its appeal to the twentieth century. The author does not 
claim to have presented any novel views concerning either religion or philos- 
ophy; in writing the book he has not had primarily in mind the mature 
philosopher or theologian. Rather is his purpose to direct towards a saner 
view of the nature of religion itself the thought of those interested in religious 
problems, and to suggest in what manner contemporary thought may be said 
to support religious faith and aid in the solution of its problems. The spirit 
in which the book is written is "that of reverence for the Christian faith in its 
past and present forms, and of desire to contribute to its establishment" 
(pp. v-vi). 

The scope of the volume may be indicated by the following brief summary 
of its contents. It is divided into three parts. Part I is entitled, The Origin 
and Development of Christian Theology; Part II, A New Philosophy as a 
Constructive Basis of a New Theology; Part III, Contemporary Thought as a 
Constructive Basis for Theology. "Part I presents an outline of the chief 
movements in speculative thought preparatory to the rise of Christian theology 
and the general course of its development to the Reformation. Part II shows 
how a new philosophy and a new theology sprang from the adoption of the 
principle of the Reformation. This second part is not intended for the philos- 
opher or theologian as such, but for those who have long clung to the ancient 
Christian doctrines and are beginning to feel that they are in a language that 
is foreign to the modern spirit. . . . Part III assumes that the theology of 
to-day should be the utterance of the religious consciousness which reflects the 
period in which we live, and endeavors to outline some of the contributions 
which modern science, especially psychology and philosophy, make to 
theology" (pp. 8-9). 



